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then Roman Catholic Bishop of Southwark, set out from the
Convent of Mercy at Bermondsey, and, joining Miss
Florence Nightingale in Paris, accompanied that lady
to Scutari. A year later another party of three Sisters
from the same institution arrived at the big hospital
at Scutari. These eight ladies, of whom four now

survive, worked under the direction of Miss Florence

Nightingale at Scutari and at Balaclava until July, 1856,
when they returned to London. They were not, however,
destined to return psrmanently to scholastic work at Ber-
mondsey, for in the same year they were asked to assist in
the establishment of a small hospital of fifty beds which was
at that time opened in Great Ormond-street for the relief of
women and children belonging to that large class of sufferers
who, by reason of the hopelessly fatal character of their
disease, or on account of the prolonged nature of the treat-
ment which they require, are no longer admissible to the
large general hospitals. Under the title of the Hospital of
St. John and St. Elizabeth the useful work of this charity,
started with the help of the Sisters of Mercy who had been
trained as nurses at the seat of war, has been carried on by
nurses of the same Order until this day, and three out of the
four sisters who have just been decorated by the Queen are
still engaged in the administration of the hospital.

THE JUBILEE OF " LE SCALPEL."

THE well-known Belgian medical journal, Le Scalpel, Ipublished at Li6ge, has just completed the first fifty years of
its existence, during which it has striven, by no means un- I

successfully, to maintain the honour, to cultivate the

science, and to advance the interests of the profession in
Belgium. Its founder, the late Dr. Festraerts, was a man of
great capacity for originating and successfully carrying
through struggles on behalf of those whose cause he had
made his own, and, like other similar reformers, had often
plenty of bitter enemies both in the profession and outside
it. The forces that were several decades ago ranged against
the Scalpel presented many features in common with those
which were employed against THE LANCET and its F&ugrave;under
in the twenties and thirties. We congratulate Dr. Dejace,
the present editor, on the position his journal occupies and
on the energy with which he exposes abuses and seeks to

remedy them in the interests of his brother practitioners.

A SAD STORY OF THE SEA.

THE daily press recently contained a report of a ship-
wreck under circumstances which reveal an amount of

inhumanity displayed not only by laymen, but by a medical
man, which we are glad to say is exceedingly rare. An

English ship laden with sugar was going from Java to

Delaware Breakwater, and very soon after leaving Java
fever broke out, which eventually attacked every person on
board. Eleven deaths occurred, leaving only ten people to
work the ship, the second mate being in charge, and he
decided to make for Mauritius, but was only able to get as
far as Rodrigues Island, where he dropped anchor and,
as it is inhabited by civilised beings, naturally thought he
would be able to obtain medical advice and other assistance.
The island is inhabited by French Creoles, but the governor
and the surgeon are said to be Europeans and to be able to
speak English. The pilot put off in his boat, and returning
spread the report that yellow fever was on board. As no

assistance came, the officer in charge, Mr. Rich, determined
to land his passengers and crew, fearing that the ship would
go to pieces, but on trying to land they were met by the
governor and other inhabitants who threatened to fire on
them if they persisted in landing. The only thing to do then
was to row back to the ship, which they accomplished with
great difficulty, and that night the ship was driven on to the

rocks and began to break up. The Rodriguans at thiss

juncture were apparently ashamed of their inhumanity and
sent a boat manned by the pilot and some blacks which took;
off the survivors, landing them on a small sandy island
separate from the main island and quite uninhabited.
Here they were kept for twenty-two days with no

shelter but a hut made of leaves, provisions being con-
veyed by a small boat and landed on the island. They
had no medical assistance, but the surgeon put off in a.

boat after about a fortnight, stopped some distance from
the shore, and examined them through opera glasses. After-
three weeks the monsoon set in and the Rodriguans, fearing
that the islet would be covered by the sea, removed the

shipwrecked people-now reduced to eight, including a.

woman and a baby-to the main island, where they were-
kindly treated for two months. After this they went to
Mauritius, where they met with every possible attention.
If this story is trae we cannot pretend to explain such
abominable behaviour. That laymen might be frightened
by the occurrence of a possibly contagious fever is perhaps
natural, but that any medical man should be so grossly
neglectful of his duty is incredible. We are not told to.

what nationality he belonged, but whatever it is, if the

account given be correct, his country has no reason to be-
proud of him. 

--

COLOUR PHOTOGRAPHY.

IN THE LANCET of Feb. 6th we announced that a

photographic process had been discovered by which a.

picture was produced chemically, with the natural colours to-
some extent faithfully portrayed. The nature of the process
still remains a mystery to the general public, but in an

interesting letter published in Nature of July 8th Sir Henry
Trueman Wood, to whom the inventor has confided the
details of his process, gives some assuring particulars as to
the genuineness of the method. The selective action claimed
by the inventor does, he says, exist, and the colouring
matters applied to the photographic print have a.

certain tendency to attach themselves to those portions
of the print which would be of a similar colour
had the image been reproduced in natural colours.

Farther, the colouring matters, when applied in succession,.
do so combine or react on each other as to repro-
duce approximately tha tones or tints of the original. A
special negative or a special print does not appear to be-
any advantage, and it is satisfactory to learn that the process
is not dependent upon purely mechanical operations, but is
to some extent a matter of skill. This discovery by M.
Chassagne is of great scientific interest, but its development
and the particulars of procedure are for the present matters.
concealed carefully from the public because of the commerciat-
issues involved. It will be important to the medical pro-
fession when the discovery becomes patent, since its applica-
tion to the photography of sections and specimens in,

surgery and in anatomy should prove of great value.

TYPHUS FEVER AT PEKIN.

THE lately issued volume of the Medical Reports of the-
Imperial Maritime Customs, China, reviewed in our columns
last week, contains a notable contribution to the literature
of typhus fever by Dr. Matignon, of the French Legation
at Pekin. Considering the hygienic conditions obtaining
in that city and the north of China generally, it is.
not surprising that typhus fever should be endemic and
that every year in the spring it should become epidemic.
The mortality from it is considerable, but not so great as that.
from cholera. The European colony is mostly exempt, but.
the disease is liable to attack the missionaries and members.

of religious fraternities, who are brought more in contact


